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Far more backup documentation than included below can be made available

 to persons sincerely interested in helping clean up the corruption.
ConocoPhillips President Jim Bowles just can't seem to get Palin's attention. He said she just doesn’t understand the economics of it all. Maybe he should just try the same old fashioned economics his predecessors at ARCO used with former Governor Tony Knowles. Just write her a big check. Click here http://alaskareport.com/pdf/KnowlesFund.pdf and here http://alaskareport.com/ to see what I mean.
Did you look? If you did, ask yourself three questions. Do you remember any time in state history when it was legal to contribute more than $1000 to an elected official or a committee formed for his election or other benefit? Do you remember a time at all when it was legal to write a check to an elected official even though all of his former campaign debts were paid and he or she wasn't running for office? Better yet, do you remember a time when it was legal for corporations to write $15,000, $20,000 and $30,000 in checks to an elected official for any reason?

 

On second thought, I suspect that if Jim Bowles tried with Palin what worked so well with Knowles, she would soon take steps to provide him with a matched set of metal bracelets. 
Although I believe Veco and the oil companies began bribing Alaska’s elected officials in 1981, (I’ll shed more light on that part later), with the passage of legislation known as ELF, or the “Economic Limit Factor,” it’s easy to demonstrate a persuasive case that ARCO, BP, and Veco were paying bribes to Governor Knowles in 1996.

For a brief time, in 1996, it was legal for corporations to make contributions to political parties in unlimited amounts. The oil companies, the Democratic Party and Tony Knowles, decided to use that legal loophole for a purpose that was not legal. While it was legal for the corporations to make large contributions to the Democratic Party at the time, it was not legal to give the money to a political party with the agreement that the money be passed on for a purpose the corporations could not have legally contributed to without the middleman.
Money laundering and bribery; that’s what the oil companies did in1996. They used a willing Democratic Party to launder money for the personal use of Tony Knowles. Involving a middleman didn’t make it legal. Involving a middleman didn’t make it legal. Delivery and acceptance of the money by Tony Knowles for his personal use made it bribery.
In recent statements, all three oil companies denied knowing anything about Veco’s bribery. From the evidence presented thus far in the trials of Pete Kott and Vic Kohring, it’s conceivable that the North Slope producers could argue their way off the hook claiming they new nothing of Veco’s conduct. They would argue that those fat no bid exclusive contracts they gave Veco for years and years had nothing to do with the fact that Veco spent decades bribing Alaska’s legislators to save the Producers from paying a fair price for Alaska’s oil.

One need look on further back than 1996, to the Knowles administration, to find a clear demonstration that ARCO and British Petroleum were, at one time willing participants in a money laundering scheme, writing big checks directly to an account they knew to be controlled by and for the personal use of Governor Tony Knowles. If you clicked on the above link, you saw that Alaska’s oil producers were much bolder when Knowles was Governor. Back then, they didn’t launder all of their checks through Veco. If you clicked the link, you saw that BP, Arco, and Veco wrote a total of $59,000 in checks intended for Tony’s personal use to laundered through the “Governor’s Fund.”
Not to be confused with contributions from employees like the Veco scam of a few years earlier, these checks were in increments of $4,000, $10,000, $15,000 and $20,000, all from the corporations in question and all delivered within the 90 days of BP’s acceptance of Tony’s gift of the multi-billion dollar North Slope oilfield known as the “Northstar Field.” Tony delivered the Northstar field to BP without competitive bid and free of charge. A gift Tony Knowles arranged for BP to receive in March of 1996 by rewriting a lease on a North Slope oilfield.
According to Alaska’s own in-house oil and gas experts the rewrite added between one and two hundred million dollars to the value of the lease. Knowles then allowed BP to drill that rewritten lease free of charge with a drastically reduced share of revenue for Alaska, and without any requirement that the new lease be put out for competitive bid.
So how could anyone believe the producers are innocent of Veco’s puppet mastery today? The account Arco, BP and Veco used to launder money to Knowles was established and managed by the Democratic National Committee, (the DNC) at the request of Tony Knowles. The DNC agreed that all money received by, and earmarked for the “Governor’s Fund” would be spent as directed by Tony Knowles. It was also agreed that the funds were largely for Tony’s personal use. (See Anchorage Daily News reports dated:

1. June 17, 1995: “Some of Alaska's most powerful business executives and lobbyists are expected to go fishing with Gov. Tony Knowles at a $2,500-a-pole political fund-raiser next week on the Kenai River. Knowles and other administration officials described the event as a benefit for the state Democratic Party. But proceeds will actually go to the party's ''Governor's Fund,'' an account Knowles can tap for a wide range of purposes, said party chairman David Guttenberg.”
2. June 22, 1995 and December 15, 1995: “they refused to show how Knowles spent an estimated $80,000 to $90,000 from the fund this year, much of it for personal expenses.”

3. December 23, 1995: “The Governor's Fund is a Democratic Party account that was set up primarily for Knowles' use. The figures released Friday also show that, so far this year, $375,000 has been deposited into the Governor's Fund and about $105,000 has been spent.
4. October 1, 2006: “Veco, frequently described as the industry's main political operator in Alaska, showed some appreciation for Knowles' efforts. The oil field service and construction company and its executives and employees directed some $23,000 in campaign contributions to Knowles in the 1990s. Company officials, along with other industry figures, donated tens of thousands of dollars more to a post-victory Governor's Fund and to the Democratic Party while Knowles was in office. Those contributions were relatively small change: Veco gave hundreds of thousands of dollars during that time to the Republican Party and conservative legislative candidates. Company officials have put close to $1 million into state and federal races over the past decade, according to federal figures and tallies by nonprofit watchdog groups.”
The above quote “so far this year, $375,000” is from an article written before Veco, ARCO, and BP put an additional $59,000 in the Governors Fund. The account had nothing to do with any legal campaign activity. Not then not now. If it was not legal for Veco, ARCO, and BP to give the money directly to Tony, then it was not legal for Veco, ARCO, and BP to give it to the Democratic Party’s Governors Fund with the understanding that the Democratic Party would then deliver it to Tony for them.
Knowles and the DNC did, almost to the letter, the same thing Republican Congressman Tom DeLay was recently indicted for in Texas. With the help of the Democratic National Committee, Knowles laundered the money through the Governor’s Fund. Tom DeLay has been indicted for doing exactly the same thing, with two exceptions. Delay laundered his money through the Republican National Committee, (the RNC) and directed it to be illegally funneled into political campaigns. When Knowles laundered BP’s payments, he used much of the money for himself. That makes it bribery in addition to money laundering.
See:

The Associated Press By KELLEY SHANNON Wednesday, January 24, 2007; 1:31 PM 
AUSTIN, Texas:
“Prosecutors allege that DeLay, Ellis and Colyandro illegally funneled $190,000 in corporate contributions through DeLay's Texans for a Republican Majority political action committee and through an arm of the National Republican Committee to seven GOP state legislative candidates in 2002.”
Before the “Governor’s Fund” was closed, Tony Knowles had collected and laundered over $400,000 from people for whom he was doing favors. Much of it came from people under investigation today. (I’ll shed more light on that later as well.) Just as was the case with Ben Stevens when he was President of the Alaska State Senate, not one state official was willing to lift a finger to stop or prosecute Knowles when it should have been obvious to anyone that he was taking bribes.

Clyde Baxley and I (Ray Metcalfe) sued the Knowles administration for giving away the NorthStar oilfield and did our best to expose what was happening. We had one unpaid over-worked volunteer attorney. BP and the Knowles administration had 32 well paid attorneys on the case, and the press wasn’t much interested in our suggestions of criminal activity. 
· Same old David and Goliath story, different ending. We lost. Two things have changed since and they are relevant to current events.

1. In an effort to discourage people like Clyde and I from using the courts to expose corruption, former State Senate President Ben Stevens, and Alaska’s Speaker of the House Representative John Harris pushed through a new statute that, had it been law sooner, would have required Clyde Baxley and I to pay the states’ legal costs, possibly as much as all 32 attorney’s worth. Putting the new statute into prospective, had the new statute taken effect just a little sooner, I would have been required to pay Ben Stevens’ attorney’s fees when the Division of Elections and Alaska’s Courts came to Ben’s defense and through out my complaint alleging bribery and corruption. With the new law, I’ll think twice before doing it again.

2. Fortunate for our side, in spite of our legislature's best efforts to pacify public outrage with meaningless do-nothing ethics and APOC legislation, legislation they glorify while quietly passing legislation like that described above, I’m convinced the FBI will get to the bottom of things. My prediction is that Alaskans have seen only the tip of the iceberg when it comes to prosecutions and exposure of corruption.
The information above is well documented and I believe demonstrates that Alaska’s oil producers have engaged in a long-term pattern of criminal racketeering and ongoing criminal enterprises of bribery designed to relieve Alaska of its jewels for less than their real value.
More recently it has come to light that Tony Knowles’ cozy exchange of cash and favors may have played a roll in the illegal curtailment of statutorily required maintenance and regulatory oversight that led to the biggest on-land oil spill in Alaska’s history. According to Susan Harvey, who was the states’ North Slope maintenance regulator, at BP’s request, the Knowles administration impeded her ability to do her job until she gave up and quit.   

There is no statute of limitations for racketeering and I am doing my best to remind those with the ability to do something about it to do something about it.

The bribery didn’t work last year and Alaska now has a multi-billion dollar surplus. In years gone by, bribing of Alaska’s public officials has cost the state of Alaska between two and three billion dollars per year for about 25 years.

Pete Kott was the Speaker of the House and Ben Stevens was the President of the Senate. That didn’t happen by accident. It happened because Veco’s owner Bill Allen controlled enough of your legislators to, more often than not since about 1981, determine the outcome of your Legislature’s selections of its presiding officers. Had it not been for their sellout of Alaska’s interests, the Permanent Fund would very likely exceed $100 Billion by now, which is about the point at which it would be fully capable of spinning off enough income to prevent the economic collapse of Alaska’s economy when the oil runs out. 

Bottom Line: When the contribution restrictions of the Alaska Public Office Commission kept getting in the way, Veco owner Bill Allen simply put the now convicted legislator Tom Anderson on Veco’s payroll.
In Alaska’s State Senate President Ben Stevens’ case, Bill Allen was buying access to US Senator Ted Stevens through his son Ben, before Ben was appointed to replace Drew Pierce's vacated State Senate Seat,   (A seat that became vacant in Ben’s election district because daddy Ted had arranged for President Bush to create a new job within his administration and appoint State Senator Drew Pierce to it, thereby vacating the seat in Ben’s election district so Ben could be appointed to it as Ted continued the grooming of his son and preparing Ben to succeed him on his throne in the US Senate.)   After Ben was appointed to the State Senate, Veco owner Bill Allen simply continued paying Ben for the trumped up job he wasn’t really doing and began asking him for favors in the State Senate.

It’s no different if a company keeps a once legitimate employee on the payroll for a job they no longer have the time to do while fulfilling their legislative duties. If ConocoPhillips is making concessions of any kind that they would not be making if Representative Kevin Meyer had not been elected to the Legislature and chosen to repeatedly cast his vote in favor of the interests of ConocoPhillips, then what they are engaging in is bribery. If that is what is occurring we allow it to go unpunished, every major company in Alaska will be reviewing its personnel for electable employees to represent their interests in the Legislature.

End of part one. Stay tuned for part two of: “Unfolding the Bribery Story, 1981 to 2008 and Continuing.” Part two will connect the dots between bribery events you will remember, expose currently seated legislators and other well known Alaskans who have yet to make the corruption headlines. It will explore the question of whether or not ConocoPhillips would continue to give Representative Kevin Meyer a pass to come and go from his “job” as required to attend legislative sessions, special sessions, and numerous hearings held outside the legislative session. How much longer would his job last if Kevin joined the Sierra Club and began voting against the interests of ConocoPhillips? Is Kevin getting the same old paycheck ConocoPhillips paid him before he was elected? If so, what are they paying him for? They couldn’t possibly be paying him for what he used to do if he is only spending a quarter of the time he used to spend on the business of ConocoPhillips. Or maybe they are paying him to do the business of ConocoPhillips and maybe that business is on the House Floor of Alaska’s State Legislature.
####
